
 

 

June 4,, 2021 

June 4 
Staying in Touch 

 July—Sept Devotionals 
are Here 

Pick up your copy in the narthex. 

Sunday Scripture 

Genesis 3:8-15 
Mark 3:20-35  

Spirituality for the Rest of Us 

Is there a spirituality for the rest of us who are not secluded in a 

monastery? 

The answer is YES! 

What landed Jesus on the cross was the preposterous idea that 

common, ordinary, broken, screwed-up people could be godly! What 
drove Jesus’ enemies crazy were his criticisms of the “perfect” 

religious people and his acceptance of the imperfect nonreligious 

people. The shocking implication of Jesus’ ministry is that anyone 
can be spiritual. 

Scandalous? Maybe. 

Maybe truth is scandalous. Maybe the scandal is that all of us are 
in some condition of not-togetherness, even those of us who are 

trying to be godly. Maybe we’re all a mess, not only sinful messy, but 

inconsistent messy, up-and-down messy, in-and-out messy, now-I-

believe-now-I-don’t messy, I-get-it-now-I-don’t-get-it messy, I-
understand-it-now-uh-now-I-don’t-understand messy. 

I admit, messy spirituality sounds…well…unspiritual. 

Surely there are guidelines to follow, principles to live by, maps to 
show us where to go, and secrets we can uncover to find a 

spirituality that is clean and tidy. 

I’m afraid not. 

Spirituality is not a formula; it is not a test. It is a relationship. 

Spirituality is not about competency; it is about intimacy. Spirituality 

is not about perfection; it is about connection. The way of the 
spiritual life begins where we are now in the mess of or lives. 

Accepting the reality of our broken, flawed lives is the beginning of 

spirituality not because the spiritual life will remove our flaws but 
because we let go of seeking perfection and instead, seek God, the 

one who is present in the tangledness of our lives. Spirituality is not 

about being fixed; it is about God’s being present in the mess of our 
unfixedness. 

Michael Yaconelli Messy Spirituality pg 12-13 

June 6th, 

10:15 a.m.  

Fellowship 

Hall 

The 

Forgotten 

Books  

  Dr. Williamson’s book is available 

in addition to study guides for 

those who want to dig into the text. 

Our preaching series this summer 

beginning June 13 will be on these 

forgotten books as well. 

  When was the last time you read 

Ecclesiastes, Lamentations, Song 

of Songs, Ruth or Esther? What is 

the purpose of these books? Do 

they have anything to say to us 

today? 

Book Study Starts 

Sunday! 
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Wow! 1200+ Boxes of Food Given  

In spite of rain and cold, St. John’s, Genesis 

Church, and Genesis Bingo volunteers (and a 
volunteer from Next Door neighborhood app!) 

came together, bringing tents and working hard to 

get food to people. The day started with a light 
drizzle that eventually became a downpour, but 

everyone pressed in and kept going through the 

rain. Approximately $44,000 worth of food, milk 
and Girl Scout cookies were given. Thank you to 

everyone who helped! 

...more photos on next page 



 

 

 
Want to view Sunday Worship by  

Live Stream? 

Go to www.stjohnsthornton.org 
click “watch live here” 

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 

Readers 

6 S. Ryan 
13 T. Stutesman 
20 A Ross-Velasquez 
27 L. Jones 

June Volunteers 

Counters 

1 R. Stover & K. Musgjerd 
7 R. Stover & S. Ryan 
14 R. Stover & C. Loukota 
21 R. Stover & T. Berry 
28 R. Stover & T. Berry 

Ushers 

6 M. Thorpe 
13 T. Berry 
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Shred It & Share Event 

Saturday, June 12 

9:00—11:00 a.m. 

Thrivent at Penn Street 
12021 Pennsylvania St., Thornton 

Please RSVP by calling Jill Dobbins at  

303-451-7297 or email jillian.dobbins@thrivent.com 

Bring your shredding and some nonperishable 

food items to assist with community needs. 

Limit:  3 bank boxes of shredding per person 

NO VHS tapes, CDs or binders. 

Assistant Ministers 

6 S. Ryan 
13 J. Dunbar 
20 L. Meier 
27 TBD 



 

 

June Birthdays 

2 Benjamin Smith  
4 Jodi Foster  
11 Nina Korsen  
13 Bee Lee 
14 Terry Stutesman 
17 Lee Meier 
20 Holly Moore  

 

June Anniversaries 

4 Fran Jarrett 
4 Ashley Ross-Velasquez 
6 Rick & Leslie Young 
20 Paul & Tami Yott 
22 Lee & Jill Meier 
23 Ron & Cheryl Rains 
25 Wes & Joyce Dunbar 
26 Kim & Tim Flanagan 
 

Happy Anniversary! 
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20 Craig Wilkening 
22 CarrieAnn  
 Richardson 
22 Virginia Tomerlin 
23 June Bernatchez 
23 Randy Olson 
24 Mike Werpy 

Happy Birthday! 

Newsletter & Office Footnote:  Nina will be on vacation and out of the office  

Thursday, June 10 through Wednesday, June 16. We may not have a newsletter during that time. 

May God bless you with discomfort 

 At easy answers, half-truths, and superficial 
relationships 

 So that you may live deep within your heart. 

 

May God bless you with anger 

 At injustice, oppression, and the exploitation 

of people, 

 So that you may work for justice, freedom 

and peace. 

 

May God bless you with tears 

 To shed for those who suffer pain, rejection, 

hunger and war, 

 So that you may reach out your hand to 
comfort them and  

To turn their pain into joy. 

 

And may God bless you with enough foolishness 

 To believe that you can make a difference in 

the world, 

 So that you can do what others claim cannot 

be done 

 To bring justice and kindness to all our 

children and the poor. 

A Franciscan Benediction 


