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July 23 
Staying in Touch 

Strong Too Long 
by Rev. Pedro Silva 

Recently my daughter shared some advice with me that possibly came 

from a meme. She said, “Dad, some people don’t cry because they’re 

weak. They cry because they’ve been strong too long.” When she said it 

to me, it reminded me of a scripture passage where Paul asks to be 
delivered from an unidentified weakness. But, he is given the 

counterintuitive response that power– elsewhere translated strength– is 

made perfect in weakness. 

 It is fitting that at 13, she was able to give me this advice as her entry 

into the world marked my commitment to develop an intimacy with my 

weakness and vulnerabilities. Becoming her father, and subsequently 

Mikayah’s, have been two of the most 

vulnerable moments in my life. Knowing 
that I had no idea how to be a father to 

these two newly minted beings was 

humbling. 

 When I was younger, vulnerability was not something people owned. In 

order to make it through some experiences and my time in the military, I 

learned to be strong – period. It felt like a "be strong or die" world. And that 

was even lifted up in the expression of Christianity that I knew the most 

about. But, when I became a father, I knew that I didn’t want to teach that 
to my children who were growing in completely different circumstances 

than I had. 

 Life had already been trying to teach me that my strength when 

overdone was also my greatest weakness. But because our society honors 

people who appear strong, it took a long time for me to even consider such 

a concept. But other people saw it. One person in particular drew it to my 

attention without even saying a word. All he did was recommend that I read 

a book called Musashi by Eiji Yoshikawa. It is a Japanese epic that tells the 
tale of a great warrior whose greatest weakness was his strength overdone. 

 By being strong too long he had cut off all intimacy in his relationships 

that he could’ve nurtured and grown with. It wasn’t until he could soften 

that he came to know himself and others more deeply. Because I wanted 

to know my children, I chose to soften and accept my limitations. I want 

to guide them. But not so much that they can’t own their experiences. I 

want to provide structure. But not so much that they become afraid to 

explore. I want to protect them, but not so much that they don’t learn  

...continued on page 2 

“The one thing we all have  

in common is that we are 

vulnerable.” 

Last Week for July 
Donations! 

Bring donations of food and school 

supplies by Thursday, July 29! 

Bring new athletic shoes by Sunday, 
Aug. 1. 

https://click.everyaction.com/k/32706412/296606324/1009586440?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9BVi9BVjAwMS8xLzE3MTMyIiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogImYzZDM1ZDNmLTg2ZTktZWIxMS1hN2FkLTUwMWFjNTdiOGZhNyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZ3JhY2Vw
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YTD Income $132,236 

YTD Expenses $268,899** 

Thrivent 
Mortgage 
Principal Owed 

$129,190 

 

**includes taxes pd to IRS 

The Forgotten Books  

of the Bible 

Book Study in the Fellowship Hall 

Sundays, 10:15 a.m.  

from their mistakes. There’s so much I’d love to do or 

be for them, but I am limited. And that’s where we 

truly meet one another. In that place where I can learn 

from them as much as they might learn from me. The 
one thing we all have in common is that we are 

vulnerable. So it makes sense that those spaces can be 

a gateway through which we enter the abode of the 

Divine. 

 God Who Meets Us in Our Weaknesses, 

May the mystery of vulnerability be welcomed by 

us so that we can know the intimacy of your grace. 

May we be strong, but not too long, so that we can 
live fully into the relationships that you’ve given us  

as a support. Amen. 

 - Rev. Pedro Silva 

  First Congregational United Church of Christ 

  Boulder County Interfaith Leaders Caucus  

SJL is in the process of 
changing banks in May and 
June. To be sure all automatic 
payments and deposits were 
properly moved to the new 
bank, we left money in both 
banks until it’s clear that 
everything moved 
successfully to the new bank. 
Reports will be made in the 
newsletter on account 
balances beginning with end 
of July, 2021.  

...continued from page 1 

Sunday Scriptures 
Song of Songs 5:2-9; 8:5-10 

In this post-pandemic return to regular gatherings, we 

are very much in need of volunteers. Understandably 

some folks are not ready to return just yet, and 

unfortunately some folks have moved away from St. 

John's. We need you to help us thrive now more than 

ever! 

If you haven't already made a commitment or feel you 

can do more, please contact just one of the following 

people this week in an area you are willing to help. You 

may also contact the church office by phone or email to 

volunteer and the coordinator will contact you to 

arrange specifics. Training is provided for all areas! 

A/V - Carey Wilkening or John Larson 

Fellowship - Kathy Robertson 

Worship assistant—Jane Stallsworth 

June 30, 2021  
Account Balances 

June 30, 2021 
Budget Information 

  “All you people: Trust in him at all times! 

    Pour out your hearts before him! 

    God is our refuge!”      Ps 62:8 CEB 



 

 

Want to view Sunday  
Worship by  

Live Stream? 

www.stjohnsthornton.org 
click “watch live here” 

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 

Choir & 
Bells Start 

Again in the 
Fall! 

Do you want to join? 

Contact Jill Meier 

It is said that the great violinist, Nicolo Paganini, 

willed his marvelous violin to Genoa-the city of 

his birth - but only on the condition that the 
instrument never be played upon. It was an 

unfortunate restriction, for wood, as long as it is 

used and handled, will show little wear. As soon 

as it is discarded, it begins to decay. The 
exquisite, mellow-toned violin has become  

worm-eaten in its beautiful case,  

valueless except as a relic. 

Life withdrawn from all service to others  

loses its meaning.  

July 23, 2021—Page 3 

Fellowship 

25 L. Jones 
1     A. & M. Werpy 

Readers 
25 B. Stoddard 
1     S. Larson 

Counters 
26 T. Berry 
2     T. Berry 

Assistant Ministers 
25 T. Stutesman 
1     J. Dunbar 

Altar Guild 
25 Valloie & Charlene 
1     Sam & Darcy 

July-Aug 1 Ministry Volunteers 

We make a living by 
what we get,  

we make a life by 
what we give. 

 Winston Churchill 

1 Peter 4:10  

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 

another, as good stewards of God's varied grace. 

2 Corinthians 9:6-7  

The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will 

also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one 
must give as he has decided in his heart, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver. 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=1+peter+4:10
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=2+corinthians+9%3a6-7

