
 

 

January 22, 2021 

January 22  
Staying in Touch 

Soul Repair 

Annual 

Congregational 

Meeting 

Sunday, January 31, 2021 

10:00 a.m. 

Via Zoom Meeting!  

(not in person) 

A Zoom link will be emailed to you 

before that day. 

Did you receive your copy of the 

2020 Annual Report by email? Or 

for those who don’t use email, by 

U. S. Postal mail? If not, let Nina 

know, and we’ll send it to you. 

We live in a "throwaway" culture. We throw away just about 

everything. We've been using this expression since LIFE magazine 
published an article in 1955 about a new phenomenon that emerged in 

the prosperity of the 1950s. "Throwaway Living" the article was called. 

Instead of blowing our noses using washable handkerchiefs, we use 

tissues and throw them away. We diaper babies' bottoms, and then throw 
them away -- the diapers, not the bottoms. We buy a pair of shoes and 

throw them away. We buy water packaged in plastic bottles, drink the 

water -- and throw the bottles away. We buy TVs 
and throw them away. 

In an era long past, small shops existed to repair 

items that consumers would never think to throw 

away. You could get your TVs, toasters, radios 

and irons repaired for a small charge and they 
were good to go. That’s what Emmett did on the 

old "Andy Griffith Show".  

Do we throw away more than clocks, lamps and 

diapers these days? Do we also throw away 
friendships, values, traditions, decency and common sense? Do we 

throw away those parts of our lives that nurture our souls, our capacity 

to live abundantly with God?                               ...continued on back page 

“Do we also 

throw away 

friendships, 

values, 

traditions, 

decency and 

common sense?” 

Meet the newest 

Dunbar! Chewbacca 

(Chewy) Daniel, 13 

weeks old. Cocker 

Spaniel. He clearly 

loves his new dad. 

Equally as clear, his 

dad has a new pass 

time! Why the name 

“Chewbacca”? Take 

a look at that face! 

Sunday Scripture 

Luke 5:1-11 



 

 

YTD Income $555,505* 

YTD Expenses $323,298  

Thrivent 
Mortgage 
Principal Owed 

 

$134,741 

Checking $18,166 

Savings $2330 

Scrip 

Checking 

$557 

Scrip Savings $111 

Building Fund 140,765* 

December 31, 2020 

Account Balances 
December 31, 2020 

Budget Information 

*includes cell tower sale      
  income 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

January 22, 2021 

Let’s encourage and appreciate our veterans with 

Valentines! You can thank them for their service, 

let them know that we care about them, and give 

them encouragement. This is a great project for 

the whole family—kids and adults alike! This 

support is especially important in these difficult 

Covid-19 times. 

Sign and seal your valentines and bring them to 

SJL no later than February 10. Kristi will pick them 

up and distribute them. 

“Acknowledging the problem is a  

key factor” 
Bring them 

to SJL no 

later than 

February 10 

...continued from front page 

In Psalm 51, we read David taking his sorry 

soul to God's for repair.  David may have been the 

greatest king in Israel, but he also suffered from 
having a throwaway mentality.  He threw away the 

laws of God, the sanctity of the marriage, his self-

respect, a woman's honor, her husband’s life, and 
the person God called him to be. 

Here in Psalm 51 is a man ruined, he is utterly 

lost; and he needs to be fixed. So he goes to God, 
the Repairer of Souls. David knows that "The LORD 

is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 

abounding in steadfast love.… He does not deal 
with us according to our sins, nor repay us 

according to our iniquities" (103:8,10). That's why 

he can pray, "Do not cast me away from your 
presence, and do not take your holy spirit from 

me" (v. 11).                                     

God will not cast us away. When we feel far 

from God, it is not because God has moved. We're 
the ones who have moved. We’re the ones who 

may have a "throwaway God," a God to whom we 

listen when it's convenient, or to whom we pray 

only when in distress. Has God become irrelevant 
to our day-to-day lives? 

What does a repair cost? Nothing really. But 

you do need to know that something's broken. 

David knows he needs some treatment. "Wash me 
thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from 

my sin. For I know my transgressions, and my sin 

is ever before me" (vv. 2-3). Acknowledging the 
problem is a key factor.   

Finally, he wants a new heart, which is the key 

part of the treatment. The old heart, the old nature 

is beyond repair. David asks for a replacement. 
"Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new 

and right spirit within me" (v. 10). Well, God can 

do this. The apostle Paul writes, "Therefore, if 

anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old 
has passed away; behold, the new has come" (2 

Corinthians 5:17, ESV). 

Peace, 

Pastor Wes 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 


