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July 16 
Staying in Touch 

Dig Deeper 

How many of you have a newspaper delivered to your residence and 

read it daily? I’m guessing not many. Major newspapers across the country 

are having to change their format. Most formats are short and to the point. 

Few are the lengthy in-depth articles. Nicholas Carr in The Atlantic (“Is 

Google making us stupid?”) suggests that this is due to the increased 

interest of reading news on the Internet. News feed news is scanned 

quickly and seldom returned to for in-depth reading. I can testify to this as 

well. That is the way I consume news. 

This begs another question, “How do you read the Bible?” Do you just 

look for snippets and snacks or a full meal?  Do you browse to consume or 

dig deep for nourishment? Let’s take for 

example John 3:16, “the gospel in a 

nutshell”. The snippet version of this verse 

says that ‘God loves the world so much, 

he gave his only Son so we would have eternal life.’ Few people know the 

verses that lead up to this classic text. Forget going all the way back to 

verse 1, just look at vss 14-15. “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in 

him may have eternal life.” 

What is this about a serpent? Is this about Adam and Eve in the Garden 

of Eden? NO! If you were on the Internet there would be a hyperlink to 

Numbers 21. Your cross-reference Bible would reference Numbers 21:9. 

The story of the impatient Israelites complaining against God & Moses, 

“Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For 

there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” Don’t 

you just love it? We have no food…and the food we have we detest. This is 

whining at a whole new level. Dig deeper, and you will find this is not the 

first time they complain, but the fourth. 

They get their answer. Poisonous snakes arrive on the scene direct from 

heaven central or somewhere on the outskirts of Edom and begin 

munching the Israelites to death. They get the message and confess their 

sin against God. Moses is instructed to make a bronze snake, set it on a 

pole and everyone who is bitten may look at it and live. 

Now, back to John 3. Jesus’ reference to the serpent on the pole was an 
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“Stop and wonder at the 

great riches God gives us in 

the Word.” In this post-pandemic return to regular 

gatherings, we are very much in need 

of volunteers. Understandably some 

folks are not ready to return just yet, 

and unfortunately some folks have 

moved away from St. John's. We need 

you to help us thrive now more than 

ever! 

If you haven't already made a 

commitment or feel you can do more, 

please contact just one of the following 

people this week in an area you are 

willing to help. You may also contact 

the church office by phone or email to 

volunteer and the coordinator will 

contact you to arrange specifics. 

Training is provided for all areas! 

A/V - Carey Wilkening or John Larson 

Fellowship - Kathy Robertson 

Worship assistant—Jane Stallsworth 

Help St. John’s THRIVE! 
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Fellowship 

18  M & R Thorpe 

Readers 

18  R. Fair 
25  B. Stoddard 

Counters 

19  T. Berry  
26  T. Berry 

Assistant Ministers 

18  J. Dunbar 
25  T. Stutesman 

obvious one for Nicodemus, the one Jesus was talking 

to in John 3. Jesus is telling Nicodemus that he is a 

savior. I would suspect that Nick didn’t realize that pole 

would mean a cross. And Jews did not understand 

eternal life as heaven after you die, but rather this 

earthly life as abundant, meaningful, and free from 

oppression. 

Jesus as the savior lifted on a pole is different than 

the serpents in the wilderness who brought judgment 

and death. Jesus was not sent to condemn the world 

but to save the world. That is John 3:17. Again dig 

deep, and read further. Those who refuse to look at the 

serpent on the pole 

will die of snake 

poison. Those who refuse to look at the savior on the 

pole will die of sin poison. Why wouldn’t they look at 

the pole? Fear? Of snakes, of admitting they’re sinners, 

of fear itself? Why won’t people look at the savior on 

the cross? Some are overwhelmed, frozen in fear, sin, 

despair, and hopelessness. But to look is to live. 

A deeper look at the whole story will lead into the 

riches of scripture and the wealth of spiritual 

nourishment. Dig deeper. Look and live. Stop and 

wonder at the great riches God gives us in the Word. 

Peace, Pastor Wes 
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Sunday Scriptures 
Song of Songs 1:12 – 2:6; 7:1-13 

Items to Donate  
for the “Fill a Belly & Backpack” Drive 

Backpack Supply List: 

• New or gently-used backpacks 

• Packs of crayons 

• Packs of markers 

• Packs of #2 pencils 

• Glue sticks 

• Sets of highlighters 

• Packs of college- or wide-ruled loose leaf  paper 

• College- or wide-ruled spiral notebooks 

• Packs of blue and black ink pens 

• Pairs of scissors 

• Rulers 

Also, non-perishable food (not just for lunches; all 
non-perishable food welcomed) 

Choir & 
Bells Start 

Again in the 
Fall! 

Do you want to join? 

Contact Jill Meier 

“Dig deep, and read further.” 

Altar Guild 

18  Darlene & Sam 
25  Valloie & Charlene 

July Ministry Volunteers 


