
 

 

August 13, 2021 

August 13 
Staying in Touch 

Want to view Sunday  
Worship by  

Live Stream? 

www.stjohnsthornton.org 
click “watch live here” 

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 

The Cult of Self 
By Chris Hedges 

...continued on page 2 

Sunday Scriptures 

                  Esther 1:1-22 

When you spend your life as a celebrity you have no idea who you are. 
And yet we measure our lives by these celebrities. We seek to be like them. 
We emulate their look and behavior. We escape the messiness of real life 
through the fantasy of their stardom. We, too, long to attract admiring 
audiences for our grand ongoing ‘life-movie’. We try to see ourselves 
moving through our life as a camera would see us mindful of how we see 
ourselves, how we dress, what we say. We have learned ways of speaking 
and thinking that grossly disfigure the way we relate to the world and those 
around us. 

The fantasy of celebrity culture is not designed simply to entertain. It is 
designed to drain us emotionally, confuse us about our identity, blame 
ourselves for our predicament, condition us to chase illusions of impossible 
fame and happiness and keep us from fighting back. 

There were 12 million cosmetic plastic surgeries preformed last year in 
America. They were preformed because 
in America most human beings, rich 
and poor, famous and obscure, have 
been conditioned to view themselves as 
marketable commodities. They are 
objects, like consumer products. They 

have no intrinsic value. They must look fabulous and live on fabulous sets. 
They must remain young. The must achieve notoriety and money or the 
illusion of it to be a success. And it does not matter how they get there. 

The cult of the self dominates our culture. This cult has within it the 
classic traits of psychopaths: superficial charm, grandiosity and self-
importance, a need for constant stimulation, a penchant for lying, deception 
and manipulation, and the incapacity for remorse or guilt.  

And this is also the ethic of unfettered capitalism. It is the misguided 
belief that personal style and personal advancement mistaken for 
individualism are the same as democratic equality. It is the celebration of 

“The fantasy of celebrity 

culture...is designed to drain 

us emotionally, confuse us 

about our identity….” 

“You are not here merely to make 
a living. You are here in order to 
enable the world to live more 
amply, with greater vision, with a 
finer spirit of hope and 
achievement. You are here to 
enrich the world, and you 
impoverish yourself if you forget 
the errand.” — Woodrow Wilson 

“Believe you can and you’re 
halfway there.”  
— Theodore Roosevelt 

“If I cannot do great things, I can 
do small things in a great way.”  
— Martin Luther King Jr. 

“In the middle of difficulty lies 
opportunity.” — Albert Einstein 

“And you ask, ‘What if I fall?’ Oh, 
but my darling, what if you fly?”  
— Erin Hanson 

“A champion is defined not by their 
wins but by how they can recover 
when they fall.” — Serena Williams 

“Try to be a rainbow in someone 
else’s cloud.” — Maya Angelou 
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YTD Income $151,644 

YTD Expenses $193,221* 

Thrivent 
Mortgage 
Principal Owed 

$128,253 

 

Checking $27,503**** 

Savings $2019 

Scrip 

Checking 

$401 

Scrip Savings $320 

Building Fund $87,755** 

Note: to be 

repaid to 

Bldg Fund*** 

$30,000*** 

*includes taxes pd to IRS 

**includes cell tower sale 

***used to cover two 
operating accts while 
moving to new bank. To be 
repaid semi-annually per 
Council. 

****includes monies to 
repay Bldg Fund  

...continued from page 1 

Fellowship 

15 B. & R. Hagen 
22 V. Wallestad 
29 T. & K. Berry 

Readers 
15  V. Engele 
22  J. Dunbar 
29  C. Blanchard 

Counters 
All Month:   R. Stover & T. Berry 

Assistant Ministers 
15  S. Ryan 
22  T. Stutesman 
29  L. Meier 

Altar Guild 
15  Valloie & Sam 
22  Darcy & Charlene 
29  Darlene & Valloie 

August 12, 2021  
Account Balances 

July 31, 2021 
Budget Information 

“My soul finds rest in God alone, my salvation 
comes from Him. He alone is my rock and my 

salvation. He is my fortress.  
I will never be shaken.” 

                                                                     Ps 62:1-2 

Thank you, Volunteers, for your 
ministry at St. John’s! 

image over substance. We have a right, in the cult of 
the self, to get whatever we desire. But the tantalizing 
illusions offered by our consumer culture are vanishing 
as we head towards collapse. The jobs we are shedding 
are not coming back. The belief that democracy lies in 
the choice between competing brands and the freedom 
to accumulate vast sums of personal wealth at the 
expense of others has been exposed as a fraud. 

In five short paragraphs Chris Hedges has outlined 
our contemporary culture’s idolatrous road to self-
destruction. View the video here https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=QZIVQ8ExqEY&t=7s 

How are Christians to live in such a culture? Running 
away doesn’t work.  Electing someone new will not 
eliminate it. Overpowering it is not possible. How then 
are we to live? We as people of God and followers of 
Christ are called to live in Faith, Hope and Love.  

Faith that God in Christ has overcome death and 
even our culture leading to death.  

Hope is evidenced in the courage to resist and move 
forward in the love of Christ.  

Love is a mystery that has the power to define us as 
Christians and gives us the power to resist that which 
we know we must resist. And love is eternal, because 
God is love. (1 John 4:7-8) 

 
Peace,  Pastor Wes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QZIVQ8ExqEY&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QZIVQ8ExqEY&t=7s

