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Staying in Touch 

For decades, the Nissan auto company exported cars under the Datsun 

name. But over time, the Nissan people decided that they needed to 

strengthen their global image. So, they decided to rebrand. Beginning with 

a major ad campaign called "The Name Is Nissan," they made their 

company name as familiar as their rivals Honda and Toyota. 

Rebranding is not new, God often did rebranding, or renaming. Abram 

became Abraham; Sarai to Sarah; Jacob to Israel; and Saul to Paul. Peter 

got rebranded by Jesus himself. Jewish followers of Jesus were called 

"followers of the Way," and then later branded as "Christians." 

For hundreds of years, people were branded as “sinners” because they 

violated God’s law. Now that is a tough branding. But Paul was blunt. "I 

would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, 'You shall 

not covet'" (Rom. 7:7). The law is good, but it branded misbehavior as sin. 

AND there was no suggestion as to how to overcome it. Paul had to admit 

that he was a "captive to the law of sin" (Rom. 7:23). 

God needed to do a major rebrand: Life in the Spirit. 

Now, the law of sin and of death is gone. In its place is 

"the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus". 

Maybe you are thinking that “rebranding” is too trivial a 

term to use when talking about life in the Spirit. If so, 

think again. Companies have changed their names and 

put their businesses on a whole new course. Would you 

like to eat at the International House of Pancakes? If you're over 60, not a 

bad idea. But my grandkids wouldn’t know what that is. However, they will 

jump at the chance to eat at IHOP. That change happened in 1994 and 

instantly made the chain better and more in touch with a new generation. 

Rebranding can make a real difference. 

What was accomplished when God moved us from the sin-life to the 

Spirit-life?  

FIRST -  It began with a "liberation movement". God set us free "from 

the law of sin and of death" (Rom. 8:2). This was not a social progress 

movement or new style democracy. Sin is real and we need to be liberated 

from it.  God frees us by forgiving us AND giving us "the Spirit of life in 

Christ Jesus".  

“God’s work 

in us always 

goes deeper 

than a name 

change.” 

Sunday Scripture 

Luke 18:31-19:10 

Rebranding 
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It’s time to clean up the church 

grounds. Do you want to help? 

Bring a rake and tarp. We’ll clean 
the yard of wood and pine needles, 

then apply grass seed. Lee will be 

on the grounds working in the 

afternoon March 22-27. 

Also, for the summer, we’re 

looking for three (3) additional 

helpers for mowing. Two teams of 

two. We mow once/week. To help 
in  March and/or summer, call or 

text Lee Meier at 720-231-1511. 

Church Lawn Care 

Can You Help Next 

Week? 



 

 

YTD Income $44,423 

YTD Expenses $67,001** 

Thrivent 
Mortgage 
Principal Owed 

 

$132,904 

Checking $21,526 

Savings $2330 

Scrip 

Checking 

$1344 

Scrip Savings $111 

Building Fund $123,731* 

February, 28,2021  

Account Balances 

February 28, 2021 

Budget Information 

*includes cell tower sale      
  Income 
**includes taxes pd to IRS 
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There’s Still Time to Bring Food 

for Easter-Time Food Boxes 
(boxes ready Sunday, April 11  -  one week  

after Easter) 

Wednesday, March 24 

7:00 p.m. 
Holden Evening Prayer 

By livestream 

SECOND - God's rebranding gives us a new way of 

thinking, replacing selfish thinking with Spirit-thinking.  

Those who live according to the Spirit set their minds 

on the things of the Spirit. Those "things" are "love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 

gentleness and self-control" (Galatians 5:22-23). The 

Spirit makes a difference in how we live our lives, not 

just how we feel. God's work in us always goes deeper 

than a name change.  

FINALLY, God fills us with a power that is described 

as the "Spirit of Christ" (Rom 8:9). This fresh source of 

energy gives us new life, because it is the same Spirit 

that brought Jesus back to life. "If the Spirit of him who 

raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you," says Paul, 

"he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to 

your mortal bodies also" (Rom. 8:11).  

God wants us to let go of the past and put the 

accent on the future. As we move forward let’s focus 

on what is life-giving, energizing and hope-filled. That's 

God's “Brand” and we have been rebranded for a new 

life in the Spirit. 

Peace, 

Pastor Wes 

...Continued from page 1 

Easter Lilies and Palms 

It’s time to order Easter lilies and 

Palms for our church sanctuary. If 

you’d like to purchase one or more, 

contact Nina at the church office. 

Lily:  $9.95 Palms:  $7.75 

Lilies are 6” pots, and you can pick 

them up after Easter service. Palms 

will be left on the church porch after 

Palm Sunday for anyone who would 

like one. 

St. John’s Community Garden 

Would you like a garden 

plot in our community 

garden? $15 for a large 

space and $10 for the 

smaller space. Water will 

be turned on in April. To 

get a plot, call Laura Jones 

at 303.229.6356 or email her at 

ldjones18@comcast.net. 



 

 

You can now easily give 

extra support to St. John's 

ministry without spending 

an extra penny! If you shop 
Amazon, just start shopping at smile.amazon.com after 

choosing St. John's as the charitable organization you' 

would like to support. When you do so, Amazon will 

donate 0.5% of the price of eligible 

smile.amazon.com purchases to St. John's! 

 

To get started, go to https://smile.amazon.com/ch/84-

0809752. You'll be able to choose St. John's as the 
charitable organization you want to support. Then 

simply do your shopping any time at 

smile.amazon.com and your donations will happen 

automatically! (You only sign up once - all future 

shopping at smile.amazon.com will automatically count 

towards SJL.) This is so easy while being a support to 

the work of God through St. John's. 

So Easy to Support SJL with your 

Amazon Shopping! 

March 19, 2021 

Page 3 

Carrie Newcomer Online Concert 

Carrie Newcomer is a much-loved singer and 

songwriter. Her music speaks to the heart of what it 

means to be people together on life's journey. 

Join Carrie Newcomer, Gary Walters, and Allie 
Summers for an evening of music that acknowledges 

the very real challenges we face, while affirming the 

resilience and resources found in our individual inner 

work and our community and collective work. Carrie 

will perform songs that stir the spirit, open the heart, 

laugh out loud and create a sense of connection and 

shared community. 

A portion of ticket sales will be donated back to the 
Rocky Mountain Synod in support of our ministry 

together. 

Ticket Options:  $20 | Single Ticket 

                         $30 | Family/Household Ticket 

                         $10 | Student Ticket 

How to Purchase a Ticket: 

Contact Nina at the church office, and she will send you 

a link to purchase tickets  -   stjohns05@gmail.com. 

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/84-0809752
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/84-0809752
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/

